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Happy Fall! 
What’s going on behind those doors in the art room? What is the big WMS Musical for this 

year, and how can you get involved? What are the strings, band, chorus, and percussion 
ensembles preparing for their winter concert? Check out our first 2018-2019 edition of the 

WMS FAPA newsletter below! 
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News From The Art Room 
 
WMS Art is off to a great start this year! We have a new Instagram to share students’ 
accomplishments. Find us at: wms_artroom_ 

 
In Sixth Grade Art, students have completed an observational 
drawing of a musical instrument and are currently working on 
an animals project. 
In Seventh Grade Art, students are learning about color 
relationships; they mixed their own color wheels, and they are 
now creating amazing mandalas using what they know about 
color as part of the design. 
In Eighth Grade Art, students learned about one and two point 
perspective, and then completed Chalk Pastel Perspective 
Drawings. They are currently 
working on Portraits. 
 

We are also offering two Art Elective Classes for Seventh 
and Eighth Graders: Advanced Art and Digital Imaging. 
 
We have two art opportunities coming up in the next 
couple of months. Students who took Eighth Grade Art or 
Advanced Art with me first term have the option of 
submitting a portrait to the Medicine Wheel Day Without 
Art Exhibit, taking place at the Cyclorama in the Boston 
Center for the Arts on Saturday, December 1st. The Boston 



Cyclorama is at 539 Tremont St, Boston, MA 02116. The exhibit is a 25 hour vigil/tribute to 
those who have been impacted by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 
Want to know more about this opportunity? http://mwponline.org/wordpress/ 
 
The other art opportunity is the Boston Globe Scholastic Art Awards Contest. 
https://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/intlw/ 
We will be submitting a number of student entries to this contest. Entries are due 
mid-December. 
 
Want more information about what’s going on in the Art Room? Never hesitate to e- 
mail me at Karen.Stern@Watertown.k12.ma.us. 
 
Karen Stern, Art Teacher 
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WMS Choirs making “Gloria”s headway! 
 
Choir has started off with a bang again this year, with 6th Grade Chorus learning 

some fundamentals of choral singing, proper care of the voice, and singing in multiple 
parts.  Their piece “Gloria Canon” is sure to please at our upcoming Winter Concert.  In 7 & 
8 Grade Concert Choir, students were introduced to a new way of submitting singing 
assessments through the app “Flipgrid,” and have been 
working hard in large group and sectional rehearsals to 
wow their audiences with songs like the jazz classic 
“Cool Yule” and a gospel-inspired arrangement of “Feel 
Good.”  Choir also hopes to finish a beautiful rendition of 
“Nella Fantasia,” originally composed by Ennio 
Morricone.  Chorus polo shirts have also been ordered, 
and should be in before Thanksgiving. 

 
Want to know more about your child's progress in Choir?  Conferences are 

OPTIONAL… but you can sign up for a time here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084EA4A92FA0FF2-fall 
 

Abby Casey, Chorus/Theatre Director 
abigail.casey@watertown.k12.ma.us 
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Theatre Production: Creating Order out of Chaos 
 
Theatre Production is a class consisting of three 
distinct (but connected) units: Sound Design, 
Lighting Design, and Set Design.  Over the past six 
weeks, students have worked in Sound Design, 
learning about proper microphone set up 
techniques, setting appropriate levels for various 
situations, and helping one another in a team-based 
learning environment.  The class will now begin 
their unit on Lighting Design, fusing color and 
various lighting elements onstage to create 
different looks for various scenes from well-known 

plays and musicals.  The class also has had the opportunity to participate in extra activities 
like running tech for school assemblies.  Look soon for a permission slip for a field trip to 
see New Rep Theatre’s “1776,” coming to Watertown in December. 
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“YOU are why we tell the story...” Auditions for 

“Once on This Island” 

 
For any student interested more in performing arts, encourage them to audition for 

the annual WMS musical.  2019 marks the 10th year of musicals at Watertown Middle 
School, and what began as an attempt at bringing musical theatre to WMS has now 
flourished into student-run performances, with a large number of students participating 
both on stage and as members of the crew.  To get involved, sign up on the sheets outside 
the auditorium for Thursday, Nov. 1.  We hope to see everyone there! 
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Circling Up for the Winter Concert - Strings 
The WMS orchestras are hard at work 
getting ready for the winter concert! 
Students have been working on creating 
beautiful tone using fluid bow strokes, 
and listening across the ensemble to 
improve intonation. We can’t wait to 
show you what we’ve been working on at 
the concert! Pictured here is a photo of 
the sixth grade orchestra in circle 
formation. They’re standing this way so 
they can all watch each other in order to 
match their bow strokes, and so they can better listen to one another. 

Macullen Byham, Strings Director 
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Stepping Up The Scale To Success - Band 
Welcome back to another great year of band at WMS! I am so impressed by the hard work 
and camaraderie I've seen in the students so far this year. Aside from preparing music for 
the winter concert, both bands have been studying the chromatic scale: a scale that uses all 
12 notes in music. By mastering this scale, students will be able to identify and play any 
note they see in future music, allowing us to learn pieces more quickly and accurately. 

For the winter concert, the 6th grade band is working on 
Manchester March, a piece in the classic wind march style, and 
Concerto for Two Hands, featuring a very special (but secret) guest 
performer! Come to the concert to find out who it is! The 7th/8th 
grade band is preparing an exciting programmatic piece called 
Comet Ride and a piece called Minka’s Sleigh Ride, based off a 
Russian folk song. 

Pictured here is the band’s Reed Graveyard - for the reed players 
(clarinet and saxophones), it is easy to keep playing on a reed, even 
when it’s cracked - or worse, moldy! To encourage our reed players 
to take good care of their reeds and to NEVER play on a bad reed, 

we have created this sacred place for them to honor these reeds who have helped their 
musicians play beautiful music! 



Now is the time to start trying on those concert attire outfits! We wear black on the 
bottom with black shoes, and a solid white top. If you're not sure whether your outfit is 
appropriate concert attire, please ASK NOW! 

We can only be successful IN CLASS if we are all doing our part OUT of class, so please 
encourage your students to practice regularly! I encourage them to practice any/every day 
they don't have band, so that they can regularly review our material. It is amazing what we 
can do when we do the work together! 

Morgan Schneider, Band and Percussion Director 

morgan.schneider@watertown.k12.ma.us 
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Mallets, Cymbals, and Snares . . . Oh My! - Percussion 
Percussion Ensemble is off to a fantastic 
start this year! We have been working hard 
on playing our basic scales and rudiments as 
a jumping off point to our concert repertoire 
- which includes a snare line, a “rock” piece 
in minor, and more! Students are playing 
mallet instruments, snare drum, bass drum, 
cymbals, and timpani! We are constantly 
working on learning what it means to be part 
of an ENSEMBLE: to listen to each other, to play with each other, and to work together to 
bring a piece of music to life! Please keep encouraging your students to practice regularly 
so that they can do their part to help make our ensemble rock! 

For our new members - Perc Ens t-shirts will be ordered this week! 

We have just begun work on a very special collaboration with the WMS Hand Chime Choir 
for our winter concert - get ready for a wintery wonderland of bells, hand chimes, and 
other mallet instruments coming to a stage near you! 
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